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are simply burdens upon the real workers? The
answer decides not only the question whether it is
expedient, but also the question whether it is right
or wrong, to support the proposed scheme. Every
charitable action is so far a good action that it
implies sympathy for suffering; but if it is so much
in want of prudence that it increases the evil which
it means to remedy, it becomes for that reason a bad
action. To develop sympathy without developing
foresight is just one of the one-sided developments
which fail to constitute a real advance in morality,
though I will not deny that it may incidentally lead
to an advance,

I hold, then, that the " struggle for existence "
belongs to an underlying order of facts to which
moral epithets cannot be properly applied. It
denotes a condition of which the moralist has to
take account, and to which morality has to be
adapted; but which, just because it is a "cosmic
process," cannot be altered, however much we may
alter the conduct which it dictates. Under all con-
ceivable circumstances, the race has to adapt itself
to the environment, and that necessarily implies a
conflict as well as an alliance. The preservation of
the fittest, which is surely a good thing, is merely
another aspect of the dying out of the unfit, which is
hardly a bad thing. The feast which Nature spreads